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“He was pierced for our
transgressions, he was
crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought
us peace was on him, and by
his wounds we are healed.”

- Isaiah 53:5

Life is filled with exchanges.
Employees exchange forty
hours for a paycheck. Fans
exchange forty dollars for a
seat at the game (and then ex-
change another ten dollars for
a hotdog and drink)! Every day
we exchange time, money,
effort, and emotion for what
we hope brings us joy, peace,
and satisfaction.

The Bible speaks about ex-
changes, too. It says that God
does not want us to have any
sin. In fact, he says that if we
do sin, we cannot live with him
because he is a sinless, holy
God. Sin is so serious to God
that he pronounces the death
penalty for anyone who sins.

He says, “The wages of sin is
death” (Romans 6:23) and
“The soul who sins is the one
who will die” (Ezekiel 18:20).
So, who can ever hope to stand
in God’s presence and enjoy
his favor? For try as we might,
we are not perfect. Sinful
thoughts, words, and acts clut-
ter our lives.

There is good news, however.
In love for us, God made an
exchange. Instead of holding
us under his judgment for all
our wrongdoing, he placed his
Son under judgment instead of
us. The Bible is speaking about
Jesus when it says, “He was
pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniqui-
ties; the punishment that
brought us peace was upon
him, and by his wounds we are
healed.”

That is a great exchange! Jesus
came and exchanged his life
for ours. Our transgressions
(times when we fail to live ac-

.

The Great Exchange

cording to God’s holy will)
were taken away when Jesus
was pierced on the cross. Our
iniquities (all the things we
think or do that don’t measure
up to God’s perfect will) were
taken away when Jesus was
crushed in death. Our punish-
ment was paid for by Jesus.

Through Jesus you have peace
with  God. Through his
wounds you ate given life with
God. Through Jesus you are
forgiven and loved by God.
Yes, you! God chose to make
that exchange for you.

Graciously saved with you,

Pastor Jason Strong
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Key Events This
Month:

3/1—Welcome Home
Sunday

3/1—Irish-Themed
Potluck

3/8—GLOW Meeting
3/8—Elders Meeting

3/14—Men’s Bible
Study @ Hometown
Restaurant

3/16—Mornings with
Mommy

3/22— One-by-One
Friendship Witnessing
Workshop begins

3/28 - Women'’s Bible
Study @ Church

3/29—Ministry Team
Meeting

Light of the World
Mission Statement

As a family of believers united
in faith, we serve Jesus, the true
Light of the World, as
we GATHER around God's
Word and the Sacraments
and GROW fogether in onr
Jfaith and onr relationship with
Jesus, so we can GO and share
the good news of Jesus in our
community and the world

and GLOW with the love of
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